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Facets Multi-Media Launches Major Initiative to Broaden Exposure to Quality Children’s Films

FACETS KIDS FILM NETWORK Launches Sept. 25 with Premiere of “Best of the Fest” Program

            CHICAGO (August 28, 2007)  -- Facets Multi-Media, a pioneering media arts organization and a national leader in film exhibition is launching the Facets Kids Film Network, a major initiative to bring quality children’s films to new, broader audiences. Facets will present the Network’s first Best of the Fest program, featuring a one-hour selection of 10 award-winning short films from the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival, the nation’s oldest and largest festival of films for children.

            The launch, which includes screening of the films, a press conference and reception, will be on Tuesday, September 25, at 5:30 p.m. at the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 East Washington Street, Chicago. Admission is free but prior reservation is required by calling Facets Multi-Media at 773-281-9075.

            In development for more than two years, the goal of the Facets Kids Film Network is to empower teachers, librarians, activity directors of after school programs to become “film programmers” who can give children an opportunity to experience the best, most creative and imaginative films from around the world.

            This unique Best of the Fest resource will be available to schools, libraries and other children’s institutions after the September premiere in the form of a one-hour DVD. Facets curated the program, secured the rights, authored and created the DVD with leadership grants from The Boeing Company and the Louis R. Lurie Foundation.

            Support materials include posters, flyers, publicity materials and a comprehensive 80-page teacher’s study guide. The DVD comes with rights cleared for public performance exhibition. Now educators, librarians and after-school programs seeking positive, multi-cultural media for children can create their own mini-children’s film festival, which essentially comes packaged in a box.

            “Despite proliferating technologies and media saturation, quality children’s films are hard to find,” said Nicole Dreiske, Director of Children’s Programs at Facets Multi-Media. “The Facets Kids Film Network makes every library and every classroom part of an alternative network of venues where great children’s films, especially short films, are viewed, discussed and cherished.

            

            The idea of the Best of the Fest DVD originated with teachers and parents whose children saw a film at the Chicago International Children’s Film Festival and wanted to share it with others. But “a Festival screening is just that – a screening. Then the film print goes back to the producer. The Best of the Fest DVD allows us to introduce thousands of other children to these great children’s films.”

            The pioneering Chicago International Children’s Film Festival from which the Best of the Fest films are drawn, will be held October 18-28, 2007 at the Thorne Auditorium of Northwestern University, Facets Multi-Media, the Davis Theatre, Wilmette Theatre, Kerasotes CityNorth and Harold Washington Cultural Center. The Festival is juried by separate juries of adult professionals and children, and awards are announced on Sunday, October 28.

            The Festival is a culmination of year-round educational programs for children which includes Young Chicago Critics, a summer media arts camp for kids, Media Bridge, a 5-week summer program which brings 16 teen-age filmmakers from 6 countries to Chicago where they join 16 Chicago-area students in an intensive, professional screen-writing laboratory. 

            For further information about Facets Kids Film Network or “Best of the Fest” program call 773-281-9075 or email kidsfest@facets.org
            The Facets Kids Film Network and Best of the Fest DVD are made possible by grants from the Louis R. Lurie Foundation, The Boeing Company and additional funds from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Illinois Arts Council and the Chicago Community Trust.

            The 10 films selected for the Best of the Fest DVD are Domo-Kun and the Egg, Tsuneo Goda, Japan (5 minutes), Luka, Adrienne Michel-Long, Ireland (3 minutes), Mondo’s Myths: Where Did the Night Come From?, Andrés Lieban, Brazil(8 minutes), Nineteen, Jörg Hiller, Colombia (8 minutes), Egghunt, Paul Yan, USA (4 minutes), The Mantis Parable, Josh Staub, USA (8 minutes), Do Other Things, Helena Giersz, USA (4 minutes), The Magic Lion, Charles Githinji, Canada (7 minutes),  Confection, Eva Saks, USA (4 minutes), Little Pig is Flying, Alicja Jaworski, Sweden (10 minutes).

